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Synopsis

As the civil war in Sri Lanka drew to its bloody end in 2009, the government of this island nation
removed its protection from UN officials and employees, who, along with other international
observers, were forced to leave the conflict zone. President Mahinda Rajapaksa and his inner circle
wanted, it seemed, a war without witness. The end result was the deliberate slaughter of an
estimated 70,000 innocent civilians. However, many survivors, as well as some who died, were able
to capture on camera the horrifying conclusion to the war and the cruel deprivations of the
internment camps that followed. Today, through their images and testimony, Mahinda Rajapaksa
stands accused of war crimes. In Sri Lanka’s Secrets, experienced journalist Trevor Grant presents
the shocking story of the final days of this war, alongside the photographs and eye-witness
accounts of many Tamils, including Maravan*, a social worker who fled to Australia by boat after
being tortured by soldiers seeking his folio of photographs. Grant also details the continuing torture
and abuse of Tamils in Sri Lanka, and some national governments’ ongoing support for a regime
that has abandoned any pretense of democracy. Foremost among these enthusiastic supporters
has been the government of Australia, cynically preoccupied with ’stopping the boats’ fleeing Sri
Lankan state terror - at any cost. [* Maravan (a pseudonym to protect his identity) is a Jaffna-born
Tamil who was employed by the Sri Lankan government as a social worker to help Tamil victims of
the civil war. He fled to Australia in 2012 after five bouts of torture in government prisons. He is
currently living in Australia, awaiting assessment of his refugee claim.] *** "While various human
rights groups in the west are content with only counting the trees with respect to the island, Grant
minces no words in calling a spade a spade. ...the book is not a tale of suffering devoid of political
content because the author contextualizes the local and international scenario in which these
atrocities happened. The author notes how foreign powers tilted the balance in favour of the Sri
Lankan government. The author also criticizes the inaction of the UN during the war and after for
being responsible for the genocidal atrocities committed on the Tamils, condemning it for 'callous
indifference and abject incompetence.” " - TamilNet: 22.08.14 [Subject: Asian Studies, Politics,
Genocide, Human Rights]A«&#x9C;
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Customer Reviews

Whatever your interest Journalism, Peace-Studies, Ethnic Conflict, international relations, Humanity,
Human Rights, this is a MUST read!Quite resourceful. Well-researched, powerful; What shocked me
was (on Pg 111):4 ceA special acid that would dissolve bones quickly was imported from

Chinaéa ¢(meaning erasing of Mass graves ASAP, including both innocent Sinhala youth of 70’s and
Tamils?? )You may ask, how come we didn’t hear the full story? Well, | believe Lobbying is fine, if
Ethical. But unethical, no. See, after 7 lobby
firms:thehill.com/business-a-lobbying/lobbying-contracts/221722-sri-lanka-hires-up-in-washington-a
mid-war-crimes-probelf you’'d rather see independent Reviews:from Journalists for Democracy Sri
Lanka:- tinyurl.com/k39w20x-
www.smh.com.au/comment/our-eyes-are-blind-to-tamil-torture-20141023-11aior.html--------------------
----Also, a must read to get perspective, is a book written by a Human Rights activist from NZ, who
volunteered during the ‘cease-fire’:A Fleeting Moment in My Country: The Last Years of the LTTE
De-Facto State [Paperback] [2012] (Author) N. Malathy, Radha d’SouzaOn twitter, see #SriLanka

Before | commence with my review | feel | should state that my knowledge of the Sri Lanka was
limited. In 240 pages author succeeds in taking us through what happened in Sri Lanka. The
strange thing is that it is almost unknown. People know so much more about Gaza and Bosnia but
not about Sri Lanka. The lives of innocent 70,000 Tamils appear worth less than the lives of other
humans in the world. Well written. Every page is a revelation. | whole-heartedly recommend this

book to anyone interested of Sri Lanka.

A must read - Raw and compelling - A single death is a tragedy, a million deaths a statistic. Thank



you Mr Grant for writing an incredible book! This is a difficult and painful book to read. Of course,
reading about such terrible inhumanity does make one wonder about our species as a whole. Are

we humans really this awful? Will anyone answer?

Very well written. Must read for those who wish to know the secrets behind Sri Lanka’s dirty war on

Tamils.

The lies of the Government and detail information opf those affected, tortured.
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